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Serapion's turn to play, he still threw the ball to others, and when the
king asked him why he did not direct it to him, "Because you do not
ask for it," said he; which answer pleased him so that he was very
liberal to him afterwards.    One Proteas, a pleasant, jesting, drink-
ing fellow, having incurred his displeasure, got his friends to inter-
cede for him, and begged his pardon himself with tears, which at last
prevailed,   and  Alexander   declared  he   was1  friends  with  him.    "I
cannot  believe  it,"   said  Proteas,   "unless  you   first  give   me   some
pledge   of   it."     The  king  understood  his   meaning,   and   presently
ordered five talents to be given him.    How magnificent he was in
enriching his friends, and those who attended on his person, appears
by a letter which Olympias wrote to him,  where she tells him he
should reward and honor those about him in a more moderate way.
"For now/' said she, "you make them all equal to kings, you give them
power and opportunity of making many friends of their own, and in
the meantime you leave yourself destitute."    She often wrote to him
to this purpose, and he never communicated her letters to anybody,
unless it were one which he opend when Hephsestion was by, whom
he permitted, as his custom was, to read it along with him; but then
as soon as he had done, he took off his ring, and set the seal upon
Hephsestion's lips.    Mazseus, who was the most considerable man in
Darius's court, had a son who was already governor of a province.
Alexander bestowed another upon him that was better; he, however,
modestly refused, and told him, instead of one Darius, he went the
way  to make many Alexanders,    To  Parmenio he  gave  Bagoas's
house, in which he found a wardrobe of apparel worth more than a
thousand talents.    He wrote to Antipater, commanding him to keep
a life-guard about him for the security of his person against con-
spiracies.    To his mother he sent many presents,  but would never
suffer her to meddle with matters of state or war, not indulging her
busy temper, and when she fell out with him on this account, he
bore her ill-humor very patiently.    Nay more, when he read a long
letter from Antipater  full of accusations  against her,  "Antipater,"
he said, "does not know that one tear of a mother effaces a thou-
sand such letters as these,"
But when he perceived his favorites grow so luxurious and ex-
travagant in their way of living" and expenses that Hagnon, the
Teian, wore silver nails in his shoes, that Leonnatus employed several
camels only to bring him powder out of Egypt to use when he
wrestled, and that Philotas had hunting nets a hundred furlongs in
length, that more used precious ointment than plain oil when they
went to bathe, and that they carried about servants everywhere with
them to rub them and wait upon them in their chambers, he re-
Droved them in gentle and reasonable terms, telling them he wondered
:hat they who had been engaged in so many single battles did not